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Whidbey Audubon Society is dedicated to the understanding, appreciation and conservation of birds, other wildlife and
their habitats on Whidbey Island and in surrounding waters.

Whidbey Audubon Society Meets Thursday, February 9 in Freeland

Owl: A Year in the Lives of North American Owls
Join Us!

Thursday evening
February 9
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation

20103 State Route 525, two
miles north of Freeland

7:00 socializing and
book signing

P

aul Bannick, an award-winning photographer, will be
presenting a new program highlighting his latest book, Owl: A
Year in the Lives of North American Owls. Using video, sound
and stories from the field, Paul
will guide us through the four
seasons in the lives of some of
the 19 species of owls that inhabit our continent.

Each stage of an owl’s life is
chronicled through rare images:
courtship, mating and nesting
in spring; fledging and feeding
of young in summer; dispersal and gaining independence in
fall; migration and survival through winter.
donations for snacks welcome

7:15 brief meeting
7:30 program begins

Paul Bannick is a wildlife photographer and
author who specializes in the natural history of North America
with a focus on birds
and habitat. His first
book, The Owl and
the Woodpecker, continues to be one of the
best-selling
bird books
in
North
America.
Come early
to purchase
his books.

His program will show how owls use the resources in their
habitat to meet those challenges.

Upcoming Field Trips

Field Trip Checklist

Paul Bannick will
have copies of his
hardcover
book,
Owl, for
purchase
at $34.95,
plus tax.

Saturday, February 18: WINTER BIRDS OF SKAGIT DD Field trips are free and open to anyone interested in
birding or conservation. Bring your friends!
FLATS, FIR ISLAND AND SAMISH FLATS. Typically,
there are great concentrations of waterfowl and raptors. The DD Beginners are very welcome.
area is considered one of the top winter raptor viewing sites in DD Carpooling is encouraged and even required for
some sites with limited parking.
the U.S. Some walking will be involved; be prepared for some
DD Dress for the weather and in layers.
mud. Meet at 9 a.m. to carpool at Windjammer Park at the end
DD Very bad weather cancels a trip. Check with the trip leader.
of South Beeksma Drive in Oak Harbor. A Discover Pass will be
DD If you have them, bring binoculars, scope and field guides.
needed for each car. Due to narrow road shoulders and limited
parking, carpools are particularly important for this trip. Bring DD If you might need them, bring a drink and snack.
a lunch for this all-day field trip. We’ll return about 4 p.m. Trip at Birch Bay and Semiahmoo. Target birds will include Longleader Joe Sheldon may be contacted at jksheldon43@gmail. tailed Ducks, Pacific Loons and White-winged Scoters along
com or 360-678-9060. Bad snow or ice cancels the trip.
with other seabirds and ducks. This is an all-day trip, please
Saturday, March 4: BIRDING BIRCH BAY AND SEMIAHMOO. Join us for a day of birding in northern Washington
Upcoming Field Trips, see page 3
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Getting to Know your Board: Ann Casey

A

nn Casey has been a member of Whidbey Audubon Society (was) since 2006 when she read a small article in the
local paper for the Birds of Whidbey Class that was being offered. Since that class, Ann has “embarked on the most enjoyable lifetime learning adventure, the study and enjoyment of
birds.” She quickly became active in was, having held the offices of Vice President, President, Past President and currently
Field Trip Chair.
Ann’s love of outdoor activities goes back much further.
Growing up in a small community in Rhode Island, she had the
Apponaug Cove as her front yard and oak and birch trees in her
backyard. “I spent as much time as possible outdoors playing,
fishing, skiing, exploring and enjoying the sights and sounds of
the natural world that surrounded me.” The intervening years
were focused on her education and career which included a ba
chelor’s degree from the University of Rhode Island and a master’s of arts in teaching from Lewis and Clark College. She has
worked in various public high schools and colleges. She has also
officiated for over 25 years as a National Collegiate Volleyball
Official. Ann also managed to work on a fishing boat in Alaska
and at summer camps in Maine.

“I am fascinated with
all birds, but I especially love ducks. As common as ducks are they
are in many ways an
extraordinary species.
I am awed by their
beauty and enamored
by their behaviors
and habits. Visiting
the Galapagos Islands
was the most awesome
birding experience of
my life. To witness
birds and other animals that were totally
indifferent to humans,
neither afraid of us or Ann Casey is Field Trip Chair.
domesticated, has left
a lasting impression on
me on how humans and other species could actually coexist with
mutual respect for each other’s needs.”

Although Ann’s career kept her busy, she did manage to travAs the Field Trip Chair on the was board, Ann is responsible
el.” Together with my life partner, Carol, we have traveled from
for
planning field trips for our members and recruiting people
Alaska to the Galapagos Islands and Turkey to Costa Rica, birding, hiking, learning and appreciating the natural world.” She re- to lead them. She would love to hear from members about what
tired from Reed College in 2006 and moved to Whidbey Island. trips they would like to see offered and anyone interested in leading a trip. She is glad to assist in any way.
When asked about her favorite bird and birding site, Ann
When asked about her vision for Whidbey Audubon Socireplied,
ety, Ann answered:

Dates to Remember

was is the only organization totally dedicated to birds and working
to protect and preserve their critical habitat, through education,
FEBRUARY
research
and promoting policies that ensure the future is bright for
9: Whidbey Audubon Program: Owls with Paul Bannick,
birds.
My
vision for was is to ensure enough dedicated volunteers are
Freeland
working
to
promote the was mission… Audubon is NOT about see12: Litter Pickup on West Beach Road
ing birds, but rather Audubon is about making sure THERE ARE
16: Deadline for March Shorelines submissions
BIRDS TO SEE by protecting and preserving habitat and educating
17–20: Great Backyard Bird Count, birdcount.org
18: Field Trip: Winter Birds of Skagit Flats, Fir Island and people on the critical role we all play in accomplishing this goal. Let’s
all do our part on Whidbey Island to be sure we can continue to enjoy
Samish Flats
23: was Board Meeting: 7 p.m. Ledgewood Communit and
y protect our beautiful feathered neighbors. Come and join Whidbey Audubon Society and help us accomplish our mission.
Hall; members welcome

25–26: CANCELLED Port Susan Snow Goose Fest,
snowgoosefest.org
MARCH
4: Field Trip: Birch Bay and Semiahmoo
		9: Whidbey Audubon Program: White Pelicans with
Dennis Paulson, Freeland
16: Deadline for April Shorelines submissions
10: Scholarship applications due
23: was Board meeting: 7 p.m. Ledgewood Community
Hall; members welcome
25: Field Trip: Fine Feathered Friends, Langley Marina

Litter Pickup February 12

C

ome help us pick up litter on Whidbey Audubon’s twomile section of West Beach Road. Meet at the Hastie
Lake parking area at 1 p.m. Litter bags are provided; bring
your own gloves. We’ll pick rain or shine but snow or ice
cancels this event. Depending on turnout, allow one-anda-half hours for this worthwhile event. We need your help!
— Steve Ellis, 360-678-2264
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Christmas Bird Count Updates

able to include three new-species presence for “Count Week”:
Trumpeter Swans, Sanderlings and Ring-billed Gulls.

Oak Harbor

T

he 2016 Oak Harbor Christmas Bird Count took place on
Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time in the field
Saturday, December 17. Forty-four participants counted and at your feeder. National Audubon should have the data
a total of 20,860 birds representing 113 species. The average published in the spring.
yearly number of species for this count circle is 107. Since its
— Govinda Rosling
inception in 1987, 180 true species (not birds listed as “sp”)
have been tallied.

High count records were set for eight species: Hooded Merganser (164), Red-breasted Merganser (176), Pied-billed
Grebe (10), Red-breasted Sapsucker (40, the previous high
was three), Northern Flicker (132), Common Raven (62),
Dark-eyed Junco (1,717), and White-crowned Sparrow
(138). No new low records were set.
The weather was cold with mostly cloudy skies. Snow was in
the air and on the ground all day. The lakes and ponds in the
count circle were all frozen.
Thanks to all who participated. Special thanks to Bill and
Cheryl Bradkin for providing food and beverage and to Pacific
Rim Institute for donating space for the post-count gathering.
— Jay Adams

South Whidbey

T

he South Whidbey Christmas Bird Count (code wasw),
now in its sixth year, completed its bird count on Saturday,
December 31. Forty-two participants counted 19,281 individuals and 105 species. Our most abundant species was Dunlin coming in at 7,470 followed by the Western X Glaucouswinged Gull at 886. Coming in third was Western Sandpipers
at 1,000 and the American Robin at 854. The wasw circle was

Upcoming Field Trips, from page 1

come prepared with appropriate food, clothing and birding
gear. Meet to carpool at the Park & Ride at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Freeland at 7:45 a.m. We will stop in Coupeville at
the Prairie Station Transit Park, behind the Family Dermatology office at 8:15 with a final stop in Oak Harbor at Windjammer Park at 8:30. Bring a lunch and something to drink. Dress
for the weather. If you plan to attend, please contact Ann Casey
at cspcoach@aol.com or 360-331-4679.
Saturday, March 25: FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS AT
LANGLEY MARINA. Meet at 8 a.m. at the Langley marina
dock. Bring binoculars and scopes if you have them. Expect to
see Ruddy Turnstones, Barrows Goldeneyes, Horned Grebes;
and a Pigeon Guillemot taking an interest in the new colony.
Hopefully we’ll see these friends; and maybe even a gray whale?
If there are not many birds, then we will motor over to Lone
Lake and look for woodpeckers and warblers. Come enjoy
this early spring trip with Govinda Rosling, 360-481-6971 or
govinda@whidbey.com.

k
Clic

here

Cancellations

I

f a meeting or event is changed
or cancelled, look for an
announcement on the “Upcoming
Events” page of the Whidbey
Audubon Society website (www.
whidbeyaudubon.org/#upcoming) by 4 p.m.
on the day of an evening event; for morning field
trips, contact the trip leader. Sign up to receive
special notifications as they are posted, www.whidbeyaudubon.
org/subnotifications.htm. Mainly, the notifications will alert
you to changes in meetings or field trips when the Shorelines
newsletter already has been sent out. They may also describe
other activities of interest to Audubon members.
Subscribers to the “Sightings” feature already are included
and don’t need to sign up on the website. The goal is keep our
members and guests safe and informed.
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Sightings Sightings Sightings Sightings Sightings
December 31: I saw a Mountain Chickadee with a mixed
flock of Chestnut-backed
Chickadees and kinglets.
The white stripe over the
eye was clearly visible and it
called a few times with different notes than Black-cappeds
use. This is only the third or
fourth one I’ve ever seen on
the island. Location: Cornet
Bay, just beyond the gate on
the road leading to Hoypus
Point. — Steve Ellis
January 6: Male intergrade
Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted
Flicker (red malar patch, yellow underwings) visiting our
suet feeder on Saratoga Road.
— Dave Parent
January 8: An adult male
American x Eurasian, breeding plumage, intergrade
Green-winged Teal; among
a large number of Greenwinged Teal. Location: Deer
Lagoon near north bluff.

— Darwin Wile
January 8: I
saw two Varied
Thrush foraging
together along
the short trail at
The Highlands
community adjacent to Al AnPhoto by Joe Sheldon
derson Avenue in Yellow-billed Loon seen January 23.
Langley. They’ve
been scarce this season, so was ing, ate busily for a few minutes, then left. First flock ever.
pleased to come upon them.
— Gideon Seraphine Location: Goss Ridge Road,
January 10: At least two, pos- Freeland. — Susan Bennett
sibly three, Yellow-rumped January 23: Yellow-billed
Warblers were foraging under Loon at Rosario Beach was
the eaves this afternoon during again seen today. It has been
the sunniest part of the day. seen for several days. Look
They appeared to be glean- in the cove area just north of
ing insects or spiders. Loca- the site for intertidal invertetion: Coupeville High School brates. It was about 100 feet
off the beach, feeding. Also
(south side). — Steve Ellis
January 22: A flock of about reported is a Rock Sandpiper.
— Joe Sheldon
20 Bushtits flew into our sunflower seed feeder this morn- January 28: Brightly colored

White-throated Sparrow under our bird feeder with the
Golden-crowned Sparrows.
Location: Rhodena Drive,
Coupeville — Sarah Schmidt
Please post sightings to, the
Whidbey Audubon Society
(was) website. There are now
designated spaces to submit
your information, such as,
what you saw, where you saw
it and the date and approximate time. These changes are
meant to enhance the sightings
reports and will be helpful for
our readers. Although we are
asking those who post to leave
a phone number or email address with your sighting, was
will not include this information on the actual “Sightings”
page. Thank you!
Keep up with “Sightings”
on the was website, on
your mobile device at
www.m.whidbeyaudubon.org
or on our Whidbey Audubon

Society Facebook page.

Birding in Neighborhoods South
January 5: It was a cold but lovely calm, sunny day at several
Sunlight Beach sites. We identified several shorebirds including
Semipalmated Plovers and Black Turnstones. A highlight was
a Eurasian Wigeon in the east Deer Lagoon. We spotted 34
species on a delightful winter morning.
January 19: We had a nice day of winter birding at Possession
Point where we saw a nice variety of waterbirds. We had a long
debate over whether one bird, that was behaving like a Spotted
Sandpiper, was Black or Ruddy Turnstone. We finally just listed

bin

it as turnstone sp. We also walked a bit up the trail but didn’t
spot many forest birds and, of course, they weren’t singing very
much at this time of year. Some of us stopped at the wetland at
Coles Road for a few ducks and a Peregrine Falcon flew by. We
saw 27 species. — Phyllis Kind
Birding in Neighborhoods (bin) South meets every other
Thursday morning. Time varies depending on season. Contact
Phyllis Kind at phizhawk@whidbey.com or 360-331-6337.

North: January Brrrrrrding

January 11: Another cold day for humans, but the birds didn’t
seem to mind. We went to Grasser’s Lagoon, the Rolling Hills
dock and the public beach on Penn Cove Road. We could get
fairly close to some shorebirds at Grasser’s and were rewarded with sightings of a Surfbird, Western Sandpipers, Black
Turnstones and a solitary Lesser Yellowlegs. We also saw both
the Common and Barrow’s Goldeneye and a large number of

Surf Scoters across the water towards the mussel rafts. A group
of Trumpeter Swans in a field was our final sighting of the day.
In all, we saw 24 species. — Marcia Lazoff
North meets the second Wednesday of the month at 9
a.m. To be notified of meeting place, contact Marcia Lazoff at
mlazoff@comcast.net.
bin
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Field Trip Reports: Birding Class View Big White Birds

A

warm-hearted field trip on a cold January day! The seven
of us departed Windjammer Park in Oak Harbor for the
Samish Flat, Skagit Flat, Fir Island “Big White Bird” field trip.
The forecast of snow later in the day may have fooled some into
staying home. But those participating were richly rewarded by a
great day of birding. We started with the beach at Windjammer
Park where we saw gulls, ducks and shorebirds — great looks

Pratt Loop, January 11

T

wenty-eight hardy birders met on a sunny, frosty January morning at Sunnyside Cemetery in Coupeville. We
enjoyed fabulous views of Mount Baker, Mount Rainier, the
Cascades and the Olympics — but we had to work hard to find
birds. As things started to warm up, we began to see juncos,
sparrows and wrens moving in the hedgerows and the salal,
and heard woodpeckers start to drum. Kinglets and chickadees twittered high in the firs. Eagles soared above us.

at Black Turnstone and Surfbirds only a few feet away. The
two Black Oystercatchers were a real bonus. None of these
were on the “focus birds” for this class trip — but why waste a
great opportunity for review and also to introduce birds yet to
be covered in the class? The highlights for the day were:
•• 54 total species
•• An estimated 50 Bald Eagles — we gave up counting!
•• 3 Peregrine Falcon
•• 4 American Kestrel
•• Great looks at both swan species
•• Close up (30 feet away from the closest) of thousands of
Snow Geese that all rose into flight in front of us and then
settled down again
•• 10 Rough-legged Hawks
•• 10 Short-eared Owls
•• A nice flock (15 or so) of Greater White-fronted Geese
•• Two Eurasian Wigeon along with lots of amwi (American Wigeon)
We had great opportunities to study many of the species and
to observe their identification characteristics.

The new Pratt Loop Trail goes from sunny fields to dark forest trails, with beautiful glimpses of the Jacob and Sarah Ebey
House, Admiralty Inlet and Ebey’s Prairie along the way. We
ended the morning at the bluff above Ebey’s Landing, where we
saw gulls, Red-breasted Mergansers and Horned and Eared
A repeat of this field trip for the general Whidbey Audubon
Grebes as the wind started to rise. Our morning tally was twen- membership will be February 18. Hope to have many of you
ty-six species.
join me for another fine day of birding.
— Kim Shepard , Trip Leader
— Joe Sheldon, Trip Leader

Touring the Northern Spotted Owl Breeding Center

D

espite the forecast of heavy rain and howling winds, 15
participants headed north to Canada for a tour of the
Northern Spotted Owl Breeding Center (nsobc) in Langley,
British Columbia. It was established in 2007, with a mission:
Keep the Northern Spotted Owl from being extirpated from
Canada by captive breeding and release.
The nsobc is the ONLY facility known to be actively
working to breed Northern Spotted Owls in captivity. Between
habitat degradation of the old growth forests and the increase in
numbers of the Barred Owls, Canadian field biologists estimate
there are only 15 Northern Spotted Owl individuals known to
exist in the wilds in all of Canada. The nsobc, a provincial and
Photos by Mike Stropki
privately supported project, is working day and night to ensure
Northern Spotted Owl is pictured left and a Barred Owl,
a future for this endangered species.
enjoying a rodent, is on the right.

Our tour was conducted by the two field biologists, Karen
and Jasmine, who through their dedication and passion, have
to see three or four individual Northern Spotted Owls in their
worked to establish breeding protocols and ensure the care and
aviaries, a first-time sighting for many tour participants, but we
safety of the 17 owls currently at this remote site. Our threehour tour of a research facility was perhaps the most educational I have attended. Not only did we have the opportunity
Owl Field Trip, see page 6
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Owl Field Trip, from page 5
also toured the incubating facility and learned how delicately
a fertilized egg is handled through the incubation process. Additionally, we learned how the 10-day-old chicks are returned
to their parents for rearing and how careful the researchers are
about avoiding any human imprinting with all the owls. Finally, but not at all least, we were given a tour of the facility where
these same biologists raise almost all the food needed to nourish the owls. In other words the captive breeding and raising of
rodents which, believe it or not, was also very interesting.
All in all the nsobc is a very impressive facility with dedicated biologists working hard to find a way to ensure the Northern Spotted Owl remains a species in the wild, old-growth forests of British Columbia.
Finally, this field trip was the first joint venture between
Whidbey Audubon Society and Pacific Rim Institute for Environmental Studies and, needless to say, was highly successful.
— Ann Casey, Trip Leader

Spotted Owl at home, above. Below it feeds on a rodent perched on the field biologist’s arm. More photos
are on page 7.

New

Welcome New and
Renewing Members

Betsy & Amir Shirazi
Sharron A. Fitzgerald
Gerald Wood
Deborah Shibley
Nancy Baker
Becky & Ed Breeze
Giovanni & Deborah Monteferrante

Renewing

Lidabeth Hicks
Verleen Boyer
Karen & David Anderson
Lloyd Kiff
Serafina Strickland
The Scruton Family
Janet Stein
Drake Loeser
Joe Sheldon
Patty Cheek
Michael Stropki
Katy Shaner
Nancy Luenn & Glenn Duncan
David & Louise Kankel (Pigeon Guillemot)
Miriam Nack & Sheldon Weinberg
Libby & Chip Hayward (Spotted Towhee)
Marie Shaw (Red-tailed Hawk)
Kathy Obersinner and Jim Gage
Govinda Rosling & Peter Hansen
Anne Hayden & Sheila Belanger
Sharon Bretches & Craig Reide
Bob & Carol Gentz (Pigeon Guillemot)
Diana & Robert Conners (Spotted Towhee)
George & Sara Gray (Spotted Towhee)
The expiration month of paper copies of Shorelines is on
your address label. I will send email reminders to both regular mail and email subscribers.
— Linda Bainbridge
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Conservation Column: Calculating Your Carbon Footprint

D

o you know how much carbon your car emits? There’s an app
for that. Thanks to the internet, we can figure out our carbon
footprint and learn ways to reduce it. We can buy offsets — or
plant trees to mitigate our emissions. I spent some time looking
at my personal carbon impact and found some interesting calculators. The Environmental Protection Agency calculator, www3.
epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator, lets you analyze your utility
usage, your vehicle efficiency and your contribution to the trash
stream to calculate your total. It also lets you check alternatives
that may be more efficient. There are other calculators that let you
enter even more detailed information (like plane travel) and then
buy offsets (or plant the number of trees suggested!). I tried www.

terrapass.com/carbon-footprint-calculator (it is slow but lets you
calculate without buying a subscription). Even if these calculations
are just approximations, they are interesting and give you a sense
of your planetary impact. We all need to think about that.
—Kim Shepard, Conversation Chair

Update: Navy Extends
Public Comment Period

T

he Navy is extending the public comment period for the
EA-18G Growler Draft Environmental Impact Statement
until February 24. Submit comments at the website, www.
whidbeyeis.com.

Photos by Ruth Scrivner

Above, one of the field biologists explains how the breeding
center operates. Pictured right, the group poses with one of the
owl residents on the arm of the biologist with the facility behind.

Whidbey Audubon Society Membership

Please make your check payable to WHIDBEY AUDUBON SOCIETY (WAS)
Mail to: Linda Bainbridge, 4459 Towhee Lane, Greenbank, WA 98253
Name_________________________________________________________________________________________ Y20
Address ___________________________________City_______________________State_____ Zip__________________
Phone _______________________Email________________________________ (Your issues will be emailed to you.)
_____ Check here to receive your Shorelines by mail. Please add an additional $3 to defray mailing costs.

SELECT a Category of Membership

______Individual Annual Membership $20

______Pigeon Guillemot $75

______Household Annual Membership $30

______Red-tailed Hawk $100

______Spotted Towhee $50

______Osprey $________

$__________Additional Donation to be used for Scholarships

All memberships include 9 issues of Shorelines annually, a WAS window decal, discounts and early
registration in our educational classes.
_____ SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP for first year National Members only. Receive a joint membership in National and Whidbey Audubon for one year for only $35. Make check payable to National Audubon.
The Whidbey Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible.
It is Whidbey Audubon policy to never share our membership and subscription information with other groups.

